
Filipinos' View of Marriage: Dynamic Yet a Colonial RemnantFilipinos' View of Marriage: Dynamic Yet a Colonial Remnant

Emee Marjorie DyEmee Marjorie Dy

Publication DatePublication Date

08-12-2023

LicenseLicense

This work is made available under a Exclusive rights in copyrighted work license and should only be used in
accordance with that license.

Citation for this work (American Psychological Association 7th edition)Citation for this work (American Psychological Association 7th edition)

Dy, E. M. (2021). Filipinos' View of Marriage: Dynamic Yet a Colonial Remnant (Version 1). University of Notre
Dame. https://doi.org/10.7274/24735639.v1

This work was downloaded from CurateND, the University of Notre Dame's institutional repository.

For more information about this work, to report or an issue, or to preserve and share your original work,
please contact the CurateND team for assistance at curate@nd.edu.

mailto:curate@nd.edu


  

  

  

1   



  

The   Task     
In   Dr.   Eric   Haanstad’s   “Charlie   Don’t   Surf,”   we   learned   about   a   plethora   of   anthropological   
methods   to   further   our   understanding   of   Asian   Studies.   We   dove   deep   into   discussions   
about   colonialism,   the   Vietnam   War,   the   Khmer   Rouge,   the   Ramayana,   and   the   roots   of   
Southeast   Asia,   to   name   a   few.   Moreover,   the   class’s   final   project   entailed   an   Ethnographic   
Essay   on   a   Southeast   Asian   topic   of   our   choice.     
 
I   took   this   class   to   gain   more   knowledge   of   my   home   country.   I   am   an   international   student   at   
Notre   Dame   --   born   and   raised   in   the   Philippines,   and   attended   boarding   school   in   
Singapore.   I   am   glad   to   stay   that   the   class   equipped   me   with   the   necessary   skills   and   
knowledge   to   understand   why   my   home   country   is   the   way   it   is   today.   Therefore,   for   my   
Ethnographic   Essay,   I   decided   to   write   about   marriage   in   the   Philippines:   how   it   has   
changed,   and   how   our   history   shaped   its   role   in   today’s   society.     
 
This   ethnographic   essay   required   that   I   draw   from   a   collection   of   at   least   five   book   chapters   
or   scholarly   articles.   Therefore,   I   knew   that   a   quick   Google   Search   would   not   be   the   best   
avenue   to   embark   on   my   research   journey.   Thankfully,   I   knew   I   could   turn   to   the   Library   to   get   
help   from   the   research   experts   themselves.     

  

The   Research   Process     
Frankly,   I’ve   always   been   a   frequent   library   user,   so   I   knew   of   the   resources   that   were   
available   to   me   for   this   task.   My   first   stop   for   the   research   process   was   to   log   on   to   the   o cial   
website   of   Hesburgh   Library.   There,   I   re-checked   the   hours   that   the   Library   would   be   open   
for   the   coming   weekend   where   I   would   write   a   significant   portion   of   my   first   draft.   I   also   
chatted   with   a   library   assistant   online   to   figure   out   resources   that   I   could   utilize   for   the   
research   task.   From   this   convenient   online   chat,   I   found   myself   going   through   OneSearch   
and   the   ND   Catalog   to   identify   and   access   potential   articles.   From   this   initial   identification,   I   
proceeded   to   analyze   each   of   the   existing   scholarly   articles   to   narrow   down   my   thesis.   
 
Moreover,   I   found   a   common   theme   across   the   articles:   an   increase   in   cohabitation   and   
premarital   sex   in   the   Philippines.   From   OneSearch   and   the   ND   Catalog,   combined   with   
Google   Scholar,   I   realized   that   the   Philippines   was   shifting   away   from   marriage   as   a   
practice.   At   this   point,   I   was   finding   more   specific   points   that   would   lead   to   building   a  
stronger   thesis.     
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Last   semester,   I   learned   from   Business   Librarians   Pete   Pietraszewski   and   Kim   Ferraro   that   
there   are   several   databases   that   Notre   Dame   has   access   to.   For   this   Ethnographic   Essay,   I   
turned   to   JSTOR   because   of   my   familiarity   with   the   platform.   I   stopped   by   Hesburgh   Library   
to   consult   Hesburgh   sta    (through   video   conferencing)   on   the   first   floor.   I   asked   about   other   
potential   platforms   similar   to   JSTOR   that   I   could   utilize,   such   as   SAGE   Journals.     
 
By   then,   I   had   already   gathered   several   sources   that   I   believed   would   all   be   helpful   in   my   
Ethnographic   Essay.   I   then   proceeded   to   spend   countless   hours   in   Hesburgh’s   Reading   
Room   and   the   well-loved   10th   floor   (the   view   of   campus   continues   to   amaze   me   despite   
being   a   junior),   putting   my   thoughts   into   words.   However   --   there   were   still   some   aspects   of   
marriage   in   the   Philippines   that   I   felt   like   I   did   not   fully   understand   quite   yet.     
 
So,   I   turned   to   the   Hesburgh   Library   website   once   again.   I   proceeded   to   
library.nd.edu/databases    and   used   the   handy   ‘filter   by   subject’   feature;   ticking   o    
Anthropology,   History,   and   Sociology.   I   browsed   several   articles   through   Notre   Dame’s   
access   to   certain   databases.   I   was   able   to   read   more   about   Spanish   colonization,   which   
added   another   crucial   layer   of   information   to   my   Ethnographic   Essay.     

  

Editing     
In   my   ethnographic   essay,   I   argue   that   while   the   definition   of   marriage   in   itself   has   changed,   
its   role   in   one’s   social   fulfilment   today   is   a   remnant   of   Spanish   colonization.   I   hoped   to   
provide   supporting   evidence   such   that   the   reader   can   arrive   at   the   same   conclusion,   even   if   
the   reader   had   no   prior   knowledge   of   the   Philippines.   With   that   said,   I   wanted   to   ensure   that   
every   sentence   in   my   essay   served   a   purpose.     
 
The   Writing   Center   has   always   been   my   favorite   resource   when   editing   papers.   Although,   
COVID   halted   in-person   appointments.   Fortunately,   I   used   the   Library’s   LibCal   platform   to   
book   a   study   room   that   very   day.   I   was   able   to   schedule   a   Writing   Center   appointment   and   
found   a   space   to   conduct   the   remote   meeting   at.   With   the   study   room,   I   was   able   to   focus   on   
discussing   my   paper   with   a   peer   without   any   distractions.     
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Credits     
The   Hesburgh   Library   and   Branch   Library   Resources   have   allowed   me   to   glean   insights   on  
marriage   in   the   Philippines.   The   breadth   of   the   Library’s   resources   and   sta    provided   me   
with   great   evidence   that   resulted   in   a   comprehensive   Ethnographic   Essay.     
 
Because   this   final   project   had   a   page   limit   of   five   to   seven   pages,   I   had   to   make   sure   that   I   
was   being   concise   --   utilizing   only   the   most   relevant   information   to   build   a   cohesive   
argument.   From   the   initial   step   of   finding   potential   sources   for   my   essay   until   the   final   editing   
stage,   the   Library   supported   me   all   throughout   the   process.   I   utilized   online   databases   to   
locate   the   most   relevant   resources   (OneSearch,   ND   Catalog),   contacted   librarians   and   
Hesburgh   Library   sta    to   organize   my   research   process   (online   chat),   used   library   spaces   to   
write   the   paper   itself   (Reading   Rooms,   Study   Rooms),   and   edited   my   final   paper   for   
submission   with   the   help   of   the   Writing   Center   in   one   of   the   classrooms.     
 
Finally,   I   would   like   to   thank   Dr.   Haanstad   for   supporting   my   submission   for   the   ULRA.   
Knowing   that   the   sources   I   drew   information   from   were   credible   means   that   I   gained   
valuable   insights   that   would   be   significant   beyond   this   class,   and   even   beyond   college   as   a   
whole.     
 

A   Visual   
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