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Possible Discussion Questions
Breakout room

● How have you navigated requests for information about contemporary creators at your institution?

Does it matter who is making the request in how you respond?

● What are some positive projects that have supported creator privacy, such as asking creators for

consent? What work needs to be done around linked open data and creator identities?

● Should online collections strive to expose works by underrepresented identity groups? Why or why

not?

● Should our online collections communicate the ambiguity, bias, nuance, and changeability we know

is present in our cataloging to our users? And if so, how? Similarly, keynote speaker Lauren Klein

spoke about how data is presented can make it look more or less reliable. Can this concept be

applied to the design choices we use for online collections?

● Dr. Melodie Fox (2016) argues that how knowledge is organized can cause marginalization of human

groups (e.g. through mutual exclusivity, linearity, and hierarchy). By cataloging specific aspects of

creators’ identities, are we objectifying them? Is this a form of oppression? Or are we creating

better access for our users?

https://bit.ly/LD4-users-ethics


● The concept of catalogers’ judgement, defined by Jennifer M. Martin (2021) as “the considered

application of professional experience to cataloging decisions,” is an integral part of resource

description work, but also an area where implicit bias can really do some damage. How can we

reconcile these two facts?

● Keynote speaker Jessica Meyerson asked, “Why is data enhancement an inherent good?” Is data

enhancement an inherent good? Why or why not?

Exit discussion

● What was something that surprised you during the breakout room discussion?

● Should users be able to search on creator identity terms? Does a feature like this assist in data

transparency or violate creator privacy? Repeating one of the ideas raised in the Smithsonian’s

presentation on modeling data, what are the risks in displaying or not displaying properties that may

violate a creator’s privacy?

● What would make you more or less likely to challenge practices?

● Can online catalogs be both sensitive to user needs and also creator privacy? Or do we need to

radically change how our users expect to interact with online collections?
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