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Benefits of an On-line 
Bookplate Catalog

Christian Dupont
University of Notre Dame



Project Goals

l Overall: to create an on-line reference 
tool that will facilitate bookplate and 
book ownership research in a way that 
printed guides have not or cannot

l Intermediate: to identify software and 
cataloging methodology best suited to 
support this type of project



Other Bookplate Projects

l Various sites created by individual 
enthusiasts
– “Art of the ExLibris” 

<http://www.geocities.com/Athens/Olympus/4369/ 
Bookplate/contents.htm>

– Heraldica.org <www.heraldica.org>

l A few institutional projects
– Duke University, History of Images in Medicine 

<http://www.mc.duke.edu/mclibrary/respub/hmc/ 
bookplate.html>



Project Parameters

l Primarily bookplates, but also other 
types of ownership labels and stamps

l Primarily of individuals, but also of 
institutions

l Primarily as found in books, but also in 
loose collections

l Pictorial and heraldic styles



Parameters  (cont’d)

l Appropriate descriptive terminology and 
authority control

l Capability of searching on multiple fields 
using Boolean and “fuzzy” logic

l High-resolution, scalable images
l Links to external cataloging data
l Support for data entry by multiple 

repositories



Technology

l SQL-compliant relational database
l Web-based application interface
l Advanced full-text search capabilities

Oracle 8i Database, Oracle 
WebDB, Oracle interMedia



Prototype and Examples

l Individual Pictorial Bookplate
l Individual Heraldic Bookplate
l Heraldic Dictionary and Instructions for 

Blazoning a Coat of Arms



Pictorial Bookplates

l Search for thematic 
elements to explore 
aspects of reading 
culture 

l Search for bookplate 
artists and book 
owners by name 

l Search for mottoes





















Heraldic Bookplates

l Search for heraldic 
terminology to identify 
individual arms

l Search for peers and 
other noble persons

l Search for mottoes











Heraldic Dictionary

l To assist users in 
formulating 
meaningful search 
strategies

l To assist project 
contributors in 
correctly blazoning 
arms







Development Priorities

l Refine authority and vocabulary control
l Add fields for print process, gender and 

bibliographical citations
l Enable Oracle interMedia text search 

and image scaling support
l Extend data modeling to include full 

support for multiple repositories



The Future?

l The Dream ~ Exlibrists unite! Every 
bookplate, every library!
– Critical mass needed to realize benefits

l The Reality ~ Your advice welcome!
– Opportunities?
– Obstacles?
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